[image: image1.jpg]European Urion

* %k

Project name; Advocacy for Early
Intervention programme for children
with disability

European Union funded project
managed by the European Commission
Liaison Office to Kosovo-ECLO




[image: image2.jpg]DOWN SYNDROME KOSOVA






THE EARLY INTERVENTION FOR CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS”

28TH – 29TH OCTOBER 2010

Grand Hotel, Pristina

Conference Overall Objectives
The overall objective of the conference is to establish a regional network of professionals to promote effective early intervention by sharing experience and expertise with all stakeholders at a regional and national level.

The conference also aims at building partnerships and sustainable communication between relevant governmental institutions and agencies in order to facilitate early intervention programs, inclusion in general as way and a better quality of life for individuals with disabilities.

Finally, the conference aims to strengthen the concept of the importance of early intervention for children with disabilities as a basic human right, consistent with European Union and international standards.

About the conference
This conference, “Early Intervention for Children with Special Educational Needs ” is part of the larger 24 month European Union project funded under the EIDHR 2008 and managed by the European Commission Liaison Office to Kosovo. The conference aims to promote early intervention for children with disabilities by highlighting the specific areas of need and involving the relevant government institutions. Early intervention refers to the provision of the necessary therapies for children with Down syndrome, starting at a very early age.
The Conference will be managed and organized by the Down’s Syndrome Association UK in collaboration with Down’s Syndrome Kosova.
The conference will be hosted for the first time in the Western Balkans region and will enable the sharing of international research and practice on the issues relating to early medical and developmental intervention for children with disabilities. It will also share and consider common concerns and challenges that relevant establishments, professionals, government bodies and the community in the Western Balkan region regularly encounter.

Speakers
The Conference will be officially opened by the European Commission Liaison Office to Kosovo and the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, key supporters of this event.

The Minister for Education, Science and Technology will address the subject of inclusive education and will give a presentation on the Strategic Plan for organizing comprehensive education for children with special educational needs in pre-university education. 

The conference will be facilitated by the Down's Syndrome Association UK.

Mr. Bob Black from the Down’s Syndrome Association and Member of the UK Down’s Syndrome Education Consortium will give an overview of international experiences of early intervention. He will also outline the role of the Down’s Syndrome Association in supporting and organizing the Western Balkan Regions Early Support Network.
Mrs. Cecilie Mackinnon from the Down’s Syndrome Association in the United Kingdom will outline the Early Intervention programme in the UK and discuss The Early Support Pack and the Down’s Syndrome Developmental Journal – as essential tools for planning quality programmes of early intervention for children with Down’s syndrome.
Sandy Alton - advisory teacher for children with complex needs will give a presentation on the practice of early Intervention in Oxforshire UK. She will give a brief outline of the significance of the specific learning and language and communication profiles of children with Down’s syndrome and how this knowledge impacts upon planning Individualized Education Programmes.  

Representatives from Albania, Croatia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece, Macedonia, Kosova, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia, will have the opportunity to present their experience and practice on Early Intervention their country. 

Representatives from Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST) – Unite of Inclusive Education will present an introduction and guidance on developing and producing an Individualised Education Plan (IEP). 

Finally, participants will have an opportunity to analyse and discuss issues raised during the first day of the conference. 

The second day of the conference will focus upon the key principles and specific skills and the relevant therapies to be covered in early intervention together with on establishing an informal network of experts for Early Intervention. Participants will initially design the network agenda for 2011-2012 and volunteer members will then sign a network declaration.  
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