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THE EARLY INTERVENTION FOR CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS”

28TH – 29TH OCTOBER 2010

Grand Hotel, Pristina
Agenda
Day 1

9.00-9.30 
Registration of participants 
9.30-9.45 
Welcoming address 
                             Mr. Enver Hoxhaj - Minister of Education, Science and Technology-MEST 
9.45 10.00
Opening Address
                            Ms. Edis Agani, European Commission Liaison Office to Kosovo

10.00- 10.30       The role of the Down’s Syndrome Association in supporting the Balkan Early Support Network: Introduction 
                            Mr. Bob Black, Education, Down’s Syndrome Association UK - Member of the Down’s Syndrome Education Consortium 
10.30- 11.00
The keynote: Ms. Cora Holder,   Early Intervention – the principles of Early Intervention and how this is taking place in within European Down Syndrome Association (EDSA)
11.00 – 11.30
Coffee
11.30 -12.00
The Early Support Pack and the Down’s Syndrome Developmental Journal – as essential tools for planning quality programmes of early intervention for children with Down’s syndrome - how it can enable and empowers parents and professionals


Mrs. Cecilie Mackinnon- Down Syndrome Association UK and
Member of the Down’s syndrome Education Consortium
12.00 – 12.30
What is happening worldwide in Early Intervention - an overview of international experiences of early intervention.


Bob Black Education, Down’s Syndrome Association UK and member of the Down’s Syndrome Education Consortium
12.30-13.30
Lunch
13.30-15.30
The Organization of Early Intervention in each representative country of the region - an overview of the Medical and educational provision in the regions

Albania
Croatia

Bulgaria
Greece

FYR of Macedonia
Kosovo
Montenegro
Serbia

Slovenia
Bosnia & Herzegovina
15.30-16.00
The significance of the specific learning and language and communication profiles of children with Down’s syndrome and how this knowledge impacts upon planning Individualized Education Programmes
                            Sandy Alton, Advisory Teacher for children with Down’s syndrome and children with complex needs
16.00-16.30
The presentation of a Strategic Plan for Organizing Comprehensive Education for children with Special Educational Needs in Pre-University Education in Kosovo 2010-2015 
                            Ms Lulavere Kadriu- Inclusive Education officer-MEST
16.30-17.00
The presentation of the document of Individual Education Plan (IEP) with the IEP’s guide
                            Representative of Unit special education needs 
17.00-17.30
Discussions
17.30
Closing remarks

Day 2

9.00-9.30 
Registration of participants

9.30-10.00
The focus and expected outcomes for day 2 of the Conference 
                            Cecilie Mackinnon, Training Officer  –The Down’s Syndrome Association UK 
10.00- 10.30
The benefits of an international support network
                            Bob Black, Education Information Officer for the Down’s Syndrome Association UK 

10.30- 11.00
Setting up and maintaining a support network between the European countries 
                            Ms. Cora Holder, EDSA
11.00 – 11.30
Coffee
11.30 – 12.00
Experiences of Early Education and Speech and Language Development Intervention in Nursery and Primary Schools in the UK


Sandy Alton, Advisory Teacher for children with Down’s syndrome and children with complex needs
12.00 – 12.30
Now we’re Talking – Video presentation

12.30 – 13.30
Lunch 
13.30 – 14.00
The establishment of the Balkan Support Network for Children and Young People with Additional Support Needs
                            Facilitated by Down's Syndrome Association UK

14.00 - 15.30 
Panel discussions: Planning the Balkans Regional Early Support Network (BRESN)


5 Groups


Agenda for Discussion

· Regions included in the network

· Network coordinators/managers deputies/  - Duties

· Overall coordinator/Chair/CEO/ - Down’s Syndrome Association - Duties

· How will each network function in terms of facilitating and supporting

· Education;
Training;
Resources

· Medical Health Services;
Therapy

· Professionals who will support/advise the network

· Therapists; Educators; Education professors? DSA: other

· Communication between networks

· Encouraging parental involvement

· Sharing information and knowledge, resources 

· Coordinator meetings - Where  - How often

· Contact methods:

· Email;
· Video conferencing

15.30 – 17.00 
Review and summary of Planning Session – agreeing the Network structure
17.00 - 17.30
Signing of the Declaration with the annual action plan of intent to support and participate in the organization of The Balkans Regional Early Support Network for Children and Young People with Additional Support Needs  
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